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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Executive Directors 

Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Tim Catherman 
  Director of Administrative Services 
 
DATE: June 28, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Richmond Times Dispatch Article-James Rothrock 
 
 
Sunday’s Richmond Times dispatch featured an article on Interim Commissioner James 
Rothrock.  The article can be found at: Rothrock's recovery: from patient to director of 
rehab center.  A companion audible slide show can be watched at:  
http://static.mgnetwork.com/rtd/slideshows/20110626_FLR_ROTH/index.html 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www2.timesdispatch.com/lifestyles/flair/2011/jun/26/tdflair01-center-change-of-ar-1127004/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgAIAAoATAAOABAiOKa8ARIAVgBYgJlbg&cd=aw7E9a11RY8&usg=AFQjCNHk-U7DBaGPh6EX_wyfI2HH-T5IIQ�
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www2.timesdispatch.com/lifestyles/flair/2011/jun/26/tdflair01-center-change-of-ar-1127004/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgAIAAoATAAOABAiOKa8ARIAVgBYgJlbg&cd=aw7E9a11RY8&usg=AFQjCNHk-U7DBaGPh6EX_wyfI2HH-T5IIQ�
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Kathy Miller, Director of Programs    
 
DATE: June 28, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Home Equity Conversion Mortgages 
 
 
Well Fargo Home Mortgage announced that it will discontinue origination of Home 
Equity Conversion Mortgages (HECM), commonly known as reverse mortgages.  The 
HECM is a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development reverse mortgage 
program that was designed for senior citizens in 1987.  Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
began originating reverse mortgages in 1990.   
 
The company stated that the decision to discontinue these loans was based on today’s 
unpredictable home values along with the restrictions associated with reverse 
mortgages that make it difficult to determine seniors’ abilities to meet the obligations of 
homeownership and their reverse mortgage, e.g., payment of property taxes and 
homeowners’ insurance.  The government’s HECM program was designed in a different 
economic time. 
 
Wells Fargo will continue to service the loans of existing HECM customers.  Wells 
Fargo Home Mortgage customers with reverse mortgages may call the company with 
questions at 800-472-3209.  Customers with a reverse loan application in process may 
call their reverse mortgage consultant with questions.  New applications will not be 
accepted after June 30, 2011. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Kathy Miller, Director of Programs  
 
DATE: June 28, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: VirginiaHousingSearch.com 
 
 

VirginiaHousingSearch.com is a free online service that is changing the way Virginians 
identify affordable rental housing.  Listings are posted and updated 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week and are easy to access even without a computer, with the site’s toll free Call 
Center.  Both the Website and Call Center offer services in English and Spanish. 

 
Since its launch in 2009, this free service sponsored by the Virginia Housing Development 
Authority (VHDA) has become a key resource for Virginians seeking rental housing. 
Currently there are 69,493 rental units—including apartments, houses, townhomes and 
condos—listed on the site.  Renters can search by map, city or property type, and use the 
advanced search function to find the exact rental property features they’re looking for.  
 
VirginiaHousingSearch.com also makes it easy for renters to: 
 Locate properties that offer accessibility features.  
 Identify properties that are pet-friendly. 
 Interact with landlords and property managers directly online. 
 Phone or email to ask questions or set up an appointment to see property. 
 Print directions directly from the Website for rental properties they’re    

           interested in seeing. 
 

To learn more about the benefits this unique site offers renters, including rent affordability 
tools, visit VirginiaHousingSearch.com or call toll free 877-428-8844. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Area Agencies on Aging 
 Executive Directors and Aging Staff  
  
FROM: James A. Rothrock, VDA Interim Commissioner  
 
DATE: June 28, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: BluePrint for Livable Communities 
 

The BluePrint for Livable Communities website can now be found in its first iteration: 

                                           www.vadrs.org/vblc 

The workgroup driving this statewide initiative has acknowledged from the beginning 
that no singular template can work for our Commonwealth.  From Abingdon to 
Accomack and on up to Arlington, Virginia is as diverse as it is large.  Our BluePrint 
does not suggest a single model, but rather offers a compendium of best practices, a 
directory of leaders who have been change agents in their own communities, and 
resources that can be replicated to fit unique combinations of local circumstances. One 
of the centerpieces of our site is the Transportation and Housing Alliance Toolkit. 
This resource, designed by experts in Charlottesville, lays out a clearly defined livable 
community planning process that can be replicated across our Commonwealth.  

The objective of Virginia’s BluePrint for Livable Communities is to share information 
that will help generate necessary conversations and new connections at the local and 
regional level on how community livability can be achieved. The key is not necessarily 
the document that is produced but the process that takes place when requisite local 
experts come together for the common goal of a livable community. 

DRS and VDA will be working to update the BluePrint website to keep current 
information on it and planning to schedule presentations at state and regional 
conferences to “spread the livability gospel”.   

http://www.vadrs.org/vblc�
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BluePrint for Livable Communities 
June 28, 2011 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 
 

At a recent conference, we even broke into song with the new BluePrint anthem paying 
homage to the old Olivia Newton John physical classic which is now parodied as: 

“Let’s get Livable, Livable…………” 

Be sure you are working your community to make it a livable one. 
 



 
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

Department for the Aging 
 
 

1610 Forest Avenue, Suite 100, Richmond, Virginia 23229 
Toll-Free: 1-800-552-3402 (Voice/TTY) · Phone: 804-662-9333 · Fax: 804-662-9354 
E-mail: aging@vda.virginia.gov · Web Site: www.vda.virginia.gov 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Area Agencies on Aging 
 Executive Directors and Aging Staff  
  
FROM: Katie Roeper, Assistant Commissioner 
 
DATE: June 28, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: HHS Announces $500 Million in Federal Contracting Opportunities 
 
The Innovation Center within the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
will award up to $500 million in federal contracts to help reduce health care acquired 
conditions and reduce unnecessary readmissions.  Made available by the Affordable 
Care Act, these funds will support the recently-launched Partnership for Patients: Better 
Care, Lower Costs.  As a new public-private partnership that is designed to help 
improve the quality, safety, and affordability of health care, the Partnership’s two main 
goals are to reduce harm in hospital settings by 40 percent by the end of 2013, and to 
reduce hospital readmissions by 20 percent over the same three year period.   
 
To help the Partnership accomplish these goals, CMS is encouraging large health care 
systems, associations, state organizations, and other interested parties to submit 
proposals under this funding opportunity to become Hospital Engagement Contractors 
(HECs).  As HECs, successful applicants will be asked to design intensive improvement 
programs, conduct training for hospitals and care providers, provide technical 
assistance for hospitals and care providers, and implement a system to track and 
monitor hospital progress towards operational and quality improvement goals.   In 
addition to the Hospital Engagement Contractors, CMS will also be working with other 
contractors to develop and supply content on best practices in patient safety from 
across the nation, to engage hospitals in pursuing system-wide improvements, and to 
engage patients and families in improving care transitions. For more information, please 
see the CMS press release announcing these federal contracting opportunities, which is 
available here.  
 
These newly-announced contracts are in addition to the $500 million previously made 
available to support the Partnership through the ACA-created Community-based Care 
Transitions Program (CCTP), an initiative to ensure patients safely transition between 

http://www.healthcare.gov/center/programs/partnership/index.html�
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/programs/partnership/index.html�
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HHS Announces $500 Million in Federal Contracting Opportunities 
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settings of care.  To learn more about the CCTP, or to apply, please follow this link.  
Applications are due July 19, 2011. 
 
The Patient Safety Hospital Engagement Contractor solicitation is available here, or by 
searching www.fbo.gov for solicitation number APP111513.  Please note that on July 6, 
from 1-4 pm EST, CMS will host an informational conference call and webinar on this 
opportunity.  To participate by phone, please dial (877)-267-1577, and use participant 
code 5045.  Those wishing to connect via webinar may do so by accessing this website: 
https://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/pfp-engagement/.    
 
 
 

http://www.cms.gov/DemoProjectsEvalRpts/MD/itemdetail.asp?itemID=CMS1239313�
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Kathy Miller, Director of Programs  
 
DATE: June 28, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Rental Unit Accessibility Assistance from VHDA 
 
 
Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA) Rental Unit Accessibility 
Program  
  
VHDA offers up to $1,800 in financial assistance to individuals living in rental properties. 
This program has grant funding available to assist with paying for modification work 
needed on rental units to make them accessible for a specific tenant. Funding is 
available to persons earning 80% or less of the area median income based on HUD 
Guidelines. 
  
For more details on how to apply log onto: 
http://www.vhda.com/Renters/Documents/Rental%20Unit%20Modification%20Grant%2
0Program.pdf 
 
Or contact:  
Gail Marie Braham, CCHC 
Community Outreach Program Coordinator  
Accessibility Rental Modification Grant Coordinator  
Virginia Housing Development Authority  
601 S. Belvidere St.  
Richmond, VA 23220  
Phone: 804-343-5512  
Toll Free: (877) 843-2123 
Fax: 804-343-8330  
gail.braham@vhda.com  
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00  

http://www.vhda.com/Renters/Documents/Rental%20Unit%20Modification%20Grant%20Program.pdf�
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Accessible Rental Unit Modification Grant Agency Listing 
June 16, 2011 

 
Agency Location Service Area 

Appalachian Center 
Independent Living 

Abingdon Bland, Carroll, Grayson, Smyth, Washington and 
Wythe; the cities of Bristol and Galax; the towns of 
Abingdon, Chilhowie, Damascus, Fries, Glade 
Spring, Hillsville, Independence, Marion, Rural 
Retreat, Saltville, Troutdale and Wytheville 

Blue Ridge 
Independent Living 
Center 

Roanoke Counties of Alleghany, Botetourt, Craig, Floyd, Giles, 
Montgomery, Pulaski and Roanoke and the cities of 
Covington, Radford, Roanoke, and Salem 

Brain Injury Services 
of SW 
 

Roanoke  

City of Alexandria – 
Office of Housing 
Program 
Implementation 
Division 

Alexandria  

Clinch Independent 
Living Center 

Grundy Buchanan, Dickenson, Russell, and Tazewell 

Department of 
Rehabilitative 
Services 

Roanoke 
 

 

disAbility Resource 
Center 

Fredericksburg City of Fredericksburg and the counties of Caroline, 
King George, Spotsylvania, and Stafford. 

Endependence 
Center Inc 

VA Beach South Hampton Roads, including the  cities of 
Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Franklin, Suffolk, 
Virginia Beach and Isle of  Wight County 

ENDependence 
Center of Northern VA 

Arlington Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William; the 
cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas 
and Manassas Park; the towns of Dumfries, 
Herndon, Leesburg, Purcellville and Vienna 

Fluvanna – Louisa 
Housing Foundation 

Louisa  

Hampton 
Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority 
 

Hampton  

Hollybrook Apts Richmond  
Independence 
Empowerment Center 

Manassas Prince William and Fauquier Counties, as well as the 
cities of Manassas and Manassas Park 

Insight Enterprises 
Inc. – Peninsula 
Center for 
Independent Living 

Hampton Roads Gloucester, Isle of Wight, James City, Southampton, 
*Surry and York; the cities of Chesapeake, Franklin, 
Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk, Poquoson, 
Portsmouth, Suffolk, Virginia Beach and 
Williamsburg. 

http://www.fredericksburgva.gov/�
http://www.co.caroline.va.us/�
http://www.king-george.va.us/�
http://www.spotsylvania.va.us/�
http://www.co.stafford.va.us/�


Lynchburg Area 
Center for 
Independent Living 

Lynchburg Cities of Lynchburg, Bedford and the counties of 
Appomattox, Amhurst, Bedford and Campbell 

City of Portsmouth 
Department of Social 
Services 

Portsmouth  

Resources for 
Independent Living 

Richmond Charles City, Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, Goochland, 
Hanover, Henrico, New Kent, Powhatan, & Prince 
George, and the cities of Richmond, Petersburg, 
Hopewell, & Colonial Heights 

Rush Homes Lynchburg  
VA Beach Community 
Development 
Corporation 

VA Beach  

York County Housing 
Division 

Yorktown  
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