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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department for the Aging

MEMORANDUM

TO: Executive Directors
Area Agencies on Aging

AND: Nutrition Directors

FROM: Elaine S. Smith, MS, RD
Program Coordinator

DATE: January 24, 2012

SUBJECT: Please Note Date CHANGE — Nutrition Director Meeting and Training

Please mark your calendar for Thursday, April 5, 2012 to meet with your Nutrition
Director colleagues and peers in Charlottesville at the Department of Forestry, Natural
Resources Building Training Room.

The agenda for the day is under construction and more details will become available in
the future. If there are topics you would like to have addressed and speakers that you
would like to hear, please send me your suggestions as soon as possible.

There will also be time for sharing and presenting among the AAA attendees of your
best nutrition program practices. Please let me know if you have a best practice you
would like to share!
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department for the Aging

MEMORANDUM

TO: Executive Directors
Area Agencies on Aging

FROM: Ellen Nau, Program Coordinator
DATE: January 24, 2012
SUBJECT: Care Coordination and Personal Care

Free Eye Care for Glaucoma Awareness Month

January is Glaucoma Awareness Month, and the American Academy of Ophthalmology
and EyeCare America are urging people to learn about and take steps to protect
themselves from this potentially blinding disease. Through EyeCare America, thousands
of volunteer ophthalmologists throughout the U.S. and Puerto Rico are providing free
eye exams at no out-of-pocket cost to eligible patients.

Learn more

AoA Webinar on Graying of HIV/AIDS: Community Resources for the Aging
Services Network

On Wednesday, January 25, the Administration on Aging (AoA) will hold a webinar on
HIV/AIDS and aging to explore community programs and resources associated with
positive aging and prevention.

Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2012

Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Eastern. Presentations will last 60 minutes with a question
and answer session to follow.

Registration Information:

1. Go to https://aca-events.webex.com/aoa-events/onstage/q.php?t=a&d=668855062
2. Click "Register".

3. On the registration form, enter your information and then click "Submit".
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department for the Aging

MEMORANDUM

TO: Executive Directors
Area Agencies on Aging

FROM: Ellen M. Nau, Program Coordinator
DATE: January 24, 2012
SUBJECT: Lifespan Respite

Award Opportunity - Eisner Foundation Accepting Applications for 2012 Prize
The Eisner Foundation is now accepting nominations and applications for the $100,000
2012 Eisner Prize for Intergenerational Excellence. Non-profit organizations may
nominate themselves. Individuals must be nominated by another person or
organization. All nominations and applications are due March 16, 2012.

Go to http://www.eisnerfoundation.org/eisnerprize/ for further information.

Richmond Event for Children With Special Needs

The Children's Museum of Richmond is having a Special Nights for Special Needs
event on Wednesday,

February 8, 2012 from 5:30 until 7:30pm. The link below will take you to an
informational page about

the event.

http://myemail.constantcontact.com/February-8---Special-Night-for-Special-
Needs.html?s0id=1101196065938&aid=Wp-DBOuSOfw

Children with Special Health Care Needs Survey

The Data Resource Center for Child and Adolescent Health has just released the
National Survey of Children with Special Health Care Needs 2009/2010. For further
information and to learn more about this survey and how to access pertinent data, go to:
www.childhealthdata.org

Editorial on the Kinship Study of the Virginia Commission on Youth (CQOY)
See attached editorial from the Roanoke Times. VDA patrticipated in the COY study.
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Roanoke Times Thursday, January 19, 2012 www.roanoke.conveditorial s'wh/303662

Editorial: Kinship care should be first choice

Virginia needs to do much better in finding caring relatives to nurture foster children and
then support them in providing stable homes.

When children's parents cannot properly care for them, the prevailing wisdom is arelative would most
likely offer them a home with the permanency and stability required to thrive.

Virginiapolicymakers believe this adage: " Children in kinship care experience less trauma, have positive
perceptions of their placements and have fewer behavioral problems.” That iswhy they require that
family be considered first when children need to be removed from their homes.

Y et believing isn't doing.

According to the Virginia Commission on Y outh, Virginia ranks dead last in the use of kinship care.
Nationally, in 2009, 24 percent of foster care placements were with relatives. Just 4.6 percent of Virginia
placements were in kinship care. In April 2010, 6,329 children werein foster carein Virginia. Only 279
of these children were placed with arelative.

Clearly, Virginia can do better in finding nurturing homes for children who sorely need them.

The commission spent the last two years researching what the commonwealth could do better and came
up with afew recommendations that were presented last week to the General Assembly.

Mostly the recommendations require a change in mind-set and better coordination between the agencies
that interact with children and their families.

School leaders, for example, should better understand that children being cared for by grandparents meet
requirements allowing them to enroll in the rdative's public school. So, too, could sacial service agencies
better coordinate their services, possibly with outreach through public schools, so that families better
understand the services and help available to them.

Not all children are placed formally with arelative. Some come to stay with extended family members
through informal arrangements. These families may be stressed in providing financialy for things like
health care or counseling for the children and not know there are programs to help.

The commission also found that some agencies lack the resources to track down family members and
simply turn to outside placements of children. And that Virginia, with alifetime ban on foster care for
anyone with afelony drug conviction, even for possession, erects an insurmountable barrier that isfar
stricter than the federal government and most other states that look just at the past five years for that
offense.

The recommendations are in line with proponents of a better coordinated government delivering effective
services. Few need it more than those too young to advocate for themselves.
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department for the Aging

MEMORANDUM

TO: Executive Directors
Area Agencies on Aging

FROM: Tim Catherman, Director of Administrative Services
DATE: January 24, 2012

SUBJECT: Job Announcement - Mountain Empire Older Citizens, Inc. Executive
Director Position

On behalf of the MEOC Board and Marilyn Maxwell, the following announcement is
made.

Mountain Empire Older Citizens, Inc. (MEOC) is actively recruiting for the top leadership
position of Executive Director to assume full responsibility in this role October 1, 2012
and to train under retiring Executive Director effective July 1, 2012. MEOC, a 501 C-3
private non-profit corporation, has served the Virginia counties of Lee, Wise, Scott and
the City of Norton since 1974 and presently serves as the region’s area agency on
aging, public transit entity, provider of coordinated health and human services
transportation, the Children’s Advocacy Center of Southwest Virginia, Mountain Empire
Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE), and The Mountain Laurel Cancer
Resource and Support Center.

MEOC presently employs 315 employees with an annual operating budget of $12.5
million. MEOC is multiply funded with 75 different funding streams from a variety of
federal, state, local, foundation and private sources.

The Executive Director directs the MEOC's strong management team in delivering 40
different programs and services to persons of all ages. MEOC’s mission is to prevent
unnecessary institutionalization and to enable persons in remaining independent in their
own homes in their own communities. MEOC is further committed to the prevention,
intervention and treatment of abuse of both the young and the old. For more
information on MEOC'’s mission and its services, visit its website at www.meoc.org.

MEOC is recruiting a person committed to MEOC’s mission and to the people of
southwest Virginia who is dedicated to working in partnership with national, state and
local entities sharing compatible missions, goals and values. Successful applicants
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Job Announcement - Mountain Empire Older Citizens, Inc. Executive Director Position
January 24, 2012
Page 2 of 2

must have extensive prior experience in working in health and human services in a rural
area, in developing and administering large budgets, in supervising and training
management staff, in organizing and implementing community fundraising campaigns,
in writing and managing grants and in developing and operating community based
programs. The position calls for a person committed to advocacy for those served by
MEOC, for rural persons and for the Appalachian region. Strong written and oral
communication skills and public relations skills are critical. Previous experience in
working with a Board of Directors and community Advisory Councils is a plus.

The position requires an enthusiastic, flexible, mission driven person who can provide
the vision needed to keep a presently sound organization on a creative path responsive
to area needs. Staying attuned to local people and issues and developing appropriate
programmatic responses is central to the position. Must be able to partner effectively
with area health and human services organizations, elected officials, advocacy
organizations, older persons and their families, community organizations, the faith
community, the business community and economic development efforts among many
others.

College degree required. Additional degrees and /or documented relevant training
strengthen an application. Salary is negotiable. The Executive Director works at the
direction of the Board of Directors whose responsibilities include hiring this position.
MEOC is an EEOC employer.

Interested persons should submit a resume to Board Chair, MEOC, P.O. Box 888, Big
Stone Gap, VA, 24219. Please include references.
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department for the Aging

MEMORANDUM

TO: Executive Directors
Area Agencies on Aging

FROM: Joseph D. Hoyle
Policy Analyst

DATE: January 24, 2012

SUBJECT: Save the Date for the Virginia Independent Living Conference

Please see the following note and attachment regarding the Virginia Independent Living
Conference, to be held May 1% through 3",

It is that time again for Virginia’s Independent Living Conference. This year our theme
will be, “Our Life, Our Rights, One Community” and we are hoping that you will be able
to join us for this occasion, as an attendee, or maybe even a sponsor. Attached is an
informational, save the date, flyer for the event. Further information will be forthcoming.
If you have any further questions, please contact Connor Flemmons, at
connor.flemmons@drs.virginia.gov .

Connor Flemmons

Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive

Richmond, VA 23229

(804) 662-7494
connor.flemmons@drs.virginia.gov
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Virginia Independent Living
Conference

You are invited to join us at the Virginia Independent Living
Conference, “Our Life, Our Rights, One Community”. The
conference will include speakers, such as Mark Johnson, Director
of Advocacy at the Shepherd Center in Atlanta, Georgia, and
winner of the American Association of People with Disabilities’
2007 Henry B. Betts Award, and Mark Derry, President of
Eastlake, Derry and Associates, LLC, and specialist in ADA
consulting and training. Several state-wide and local organizations
will be attending, and we will also be hosting a wide variety of
workshops and panel discussions. Lunch and dinner will be
provided on May 15t and 2nd.
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department for the Aging

MEMORANDUM

TO: Executive Directors
Area Agencies on Aging

FROM: Joseph D. Hoyle
Policy Analyst

DATE: January 24, 2012

SUBJECT: Ao0A Webinar: “Graying of HIV”

Please see the following details regarding tomorrow’s webinar on HIV and the Older
Adult.

In the last 30 years since the first diagnosed cases of HIV/AIDS, the epidemic has
changed and older adults are at greater risk than ever. On Wednesday, January 25th,
the Administration on Aging (AoA) will hold a webinar on HIV/AIDS and aging to explore
community programs and resources associated with positive aging and prevention.

Title: The Graying of HIV/AIDS: Community Resources for the Aging Services Network

Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2:00 -3:00 pm Eastern. Presentations will last 60
minutes with a question and answer session to follow.

Description:

The misconception that older adults do not have sex and cannot get HIV has led to a
lack of HIV testing among this population. HIV risk doesn’t stop at 50. In fact, men and
women over age 50 account for 17% of all new HIV and AIDS diagnoses. In 2009,
people aged 50 and older accounted for 23% of AIDS diagnoses in the United States.
Yet older adults are often overlooked in the ongoing HIV/AIDS conversation. Lack of
public education about HIV/AIDS targeted at older people means this demographic is
less knowledgeable about how to protect themselves against infection. Join us for the
Graying of HIV/AIDS; because together we can: educate, empower, prevent.
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Ao0A Webinar: “Graying of HIV”
January 24, 2012
Page 2 of 2

Speakers:

% Dr. Charles Emlet, Professor of Social Work, University of Washington | Tacoma
& affiliate faculty with the University of Washington Center for AIDS Research

% Joan DeVaughn, Healthy Aging Project Director, Area Agency on Aging PSA9

+ Diana Travieso Palow, Chief, HIV Education Branch, Division of Training and
Technical Assistance, HIV/AIDS Bureau, HRSA

++ Aisha Moore, Communications Director, AIDS.gov

% Carol Crecy, Director, Office of Outreach and Consumer Information, AoA

1. Go to https://aca-events.webex.com/aoa-events/onstage/q.php?t=a&d=668855062
2. Click "Register".
3. On the registration form, enter your information and then click "Submit".

Please note: Space is limited, so please register as early as possible. This webinar will
also be recorded and posted on the AoA web site (www.A0A.gov) soon after the
webinar.
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