
CERTIFICATE ofRECOGNITION
By virtue ofthe authority vested by the Constitution in the Governor ofthe

Commonwealth of Virginia, there is hereby officially recognized.

OLDER VIRGINIANS MONTH

WhEREAS, there are approximately 900,000 adults in the Commonwealth who are 65 years old or
older and this figure is expected to double to more than 1.8 million by 2030, when one in every five Virginians
will be age 65 or older; and

WhEREAS, since 1963, the month of May has been designated by the U.S. Administration on
Aging as the time for communities across America to express appreciation to older citizens by celebrating their
contributions and achievements; and

WHEREAS, this year’s theme for May is “Never Too Old to Play,” which emphasizes the important
role older adults play in sharing their experience, wisdom, and understanding and passing that knowledge on
through interactions with children, youth, and adults from other generations; and

WhEREAS, the Virginia Area Agencies on Aging and Senior Centers, integral parts of Virginia’s
aging network for wellness and supportive services, have embraced this year’s theme with events that include
dances, picnics, fitness programs, walkathons, Senior Olympics, a Senior Prom, a theatrical performance, and
talent and fashion shows; and

WhEREAS, older Virginians should be recognized for and encouraged in their efforts to contribute
their skills and knowledge to our Commonwealth of Opportunity through civic, community, and social
engagement; and

‘WHEREAS, older adults who stay physically and socially active and mentally engaged have
experienced health benefits, and their participation in community life also enriches the lives of everyone
involved, both old and young; and

WhEREAS, the newly established state agency merging the Virginia Department for the Aging and
the Department of Rehabilitative Services will create an integrated vision and streamline services and
technologies that will assist older adults to participate more fully in their communities;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert F. McDonnell, do hereby recognize May 2012 as OLDER

VhRGINIANS MONTH in our COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGhNIA, and I call this observance to the
attention of all our citizens.
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